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-
-40 -The steering oar is an object used in directing ships and boats in ancient Egypt. The Nile and its canals were the principal means of traveling in the Delta and along the valley. It was used in transporting people and all kinds of cargo as well as for some religious processions when the god's statue was taken from one temple to another as part of a festival 1 . Even in pre-dynastic times these river journeys had been undertaken, images of a very early type of boats with banks of oars that carried the god's portable shrine were represented on the surfaces of rocks and of potteries especially those dated to Naqada period (C.3300-3100 B.C.) 2 . In this paper I am trying to study the Steering oar as it plays a very important role in different rituals and ceremonies. I am presenting a probability that the oar is being held up by four birds 3 . 
Introduction
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-41 -Another term is very closely associated with the oar it is: Hpt 10 written in PT 11 but it doesn't refer to the oar, it is a device used in navigation and it is written either by an oar 12 or by the sign Hp ( , ) 13 .
From the MK the word
Hpt is used to refer to the "oar" itself 14 and as for the sign 15 , it is difficult to precise its significance.
16
The determinative in each word is either the simple oar or an oar with an oblique angle with a large paddle, a steering bar attached to its handle. The determinative is used at the end of the Middle Kingdom for Hmw/hmy 17 .
-The Steering Oar as a sacred object :
The steering oar has a sacred and symbolic meaning. In religious books, such as the book of the dead, four oblique oars are represented together and they are frequently placed in association 10 WB III,68,4-5;R.Hannig,Die Sprache der pharaonen,1995,p.524 11 PT 284;873;1346;2173. 12 WB III,68(4). 13 WB III,67(10) This word really means "device" but it is also used in navigation,and that gives the reason of using the oar as a determinative beside the word. 14 The sign resembles the word for "oar" in its writing, by the time its connection to the oar disappeared especially in the NK when it was used only for its phonetic value , and the word which means "device" become in that time means "oar". 15 There are two kind of oars in a boat(the steering oars and the small oars on both sides of the boat) we are concentrating here in our study on the symbolic meaning of the oar in general.
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-42 -with some solar symbols. 18 They may be seen to be decorated with lotus flowers at their tips and with uraei which spring from their steering bars. They are also clearly in association with the four wDAt eyes, and other symbols in mythological papyri and in tomb paintings illustrating chapter 148 of the book of the dead 19 ( fig.1 ).
( fig.1) P.Barguet, Livre des Morts, 206 Certain copies of the book of the dead and other papyri of the Late Period do interpret the four oars as having to do with the four corners of heaven. 20 They may represent the guiding powers of the universe, these oars are specifically labeled : 
-43 -Although the order of their listing may vary, this is the standard inscription which appears in vignettes from the book of the dead and paintings.
In queen Nefertari's tomb in Western Thebes, a representation of chapter 148 of the book of the dead is illustrated 21 . None of the actual text from that chapter is shown here, just names of the participants. The scene actually extends onto the adjoining first section of the west wall where Nefertari stands in adoration. In the top register of the South wall there are seven cows and a bull (bottom left), each standing behind a small offering table, not intended for animals, but for the nourishment of Nefertari and all the animals are named. In the same chapter, there are references to the Steering oars which help Nefertari manoeuvre among the stars; With Ra serving as the helmsman and the oars propelling her pilgrimage, none of Nefertari's enemies will know her or even recognise her (or so the full text promises). Each oar is linked with a cardinal compass point. When the oars appear in conjunction with bovines (seven cows and a bull) it seems probable that the essential concept being expressed has to do with the supernatural direction of the sustaining powers of the cosmos, as these bovines are specifically said to provide sustenance for the deceased in the book of the dead 22 . : Oar in ceremonies Steering The -The Steering oar is present in some principle rituals related to the Egyptian king. They are: -The Steering oar in his running ritual during the sd festival.
-The Steering oar is offered by the king to the god after the running ritual.
-The Steering oar may be present at the end of the coronation ritual.
-44 --In the Hb-sd festival:-The Sed festival was a renewal of kingly potency and a rejuvenation of rulership. Sometimes it was celebrated thirty years after the accession, but several rulers celebrated it repeatedly and at shorter intervals. 23 The king performs many rituals in the feast and among these rituals he runs through the territory which he rules to establish his territorial claim and to show that he is fit to rule. This is a very ancient ritual connected with the Heb-Sed. 24 The running was the basic ritual in the feast. The king runs around cairns which symbolically mark his terrestrial territory 25 . The king is seen running or taking a fast walk towards one of the most famous gods of the Kingdom (Amun,Min,Osiris…),wearing the white crown or the red crown 26 , holding different symbolic objects in his hands such as: The flail,The Mekes ,Two Hs-vessels, an set square and a or bird a , satves each surmounted by a bird Four .
27
Oar
Running scenes are known from early dynastic times and continued to be represented on temple walls until the Roman period.This demonstrates the beginning of the ritual of the king running on the king "Den's" palette from the first dynasty 28 
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-45 - The texts that accompany these scenes stress that the king seizes the boundaries of his rule and hope for him a long and a good life 29 . The running is a ceremony which occurs often at the entrance of temples and refers to the foundation of the building. The king in this rite is seen measuring in strides the ground which is to be consecrated to the god. This ceremony is called "iTt Hpt" and it means "taking possession of the oar" or "of the square" 30 . In running scenes we have some differences depend on what the king holds in his hand, he holds the oar and the Hpt sign and sometimes a bull accompagnies the king in the rite 31 : 29 From the NK onwards the representation of the kings running with the oar and the Hpt sign are wide spread on temple walls 33 . The oar in the hand of the king and the fast walk he takes tells the meaning of the whole scene: "Navigate fast to the god…".The text that accompanies this rite is ITt Hpt n …. and wherever that expression is found in PT it refers to the events of the hereafter as the journey of the deceased to the world of the blessed 34 . When the king holds the oar he becomes ready to navigate and to join the sun god in the sky. The Egyptians believed that when the king dies he ascends to join the sun god and become one of his crew aboard the sun boat. The king is described as the Steering-oar itself as we reading in PT: "n N is pw Hmw aA…" I am the Great Steering-oar…" 39 So when the king holds an oar, he resembles the sun god Re, as one of the sun god 's titles is "he is the lord of oar" and this title is clear in the coronation name of king Mentuhotp"nb Hpt Re" meaning 'the lord of the oar is Re" 40 .
So in his running with the oar the king is associated with the journey of the sun god and he is acting like the sun god 41 . The oar is a symbol of the whole boat as in some scenes we see the king holding the oar and rowing by himself 42 or dragging the whole boat by his hand 43 (fig.4) . 35 
-48 - Fig.4 Kees,Opfrtanz…, Abb.8
Along with the running with the oar, there is another running with vessels (xnp QbH) 44 . The king is seen holding two vessels in his hands and runs, and whenever there is a scene of running with the oar, there is another of running with vessels 45 . They refer to the king as the king of Upper Egypt (when he runs with the vessels) and as a king of Lower Egypt (when he runs with the oar) 46 .This connection of the two rites refer to the re-assemblement of the body of Osiris and the beginning of the inundation 47 .The Egyptian king re-assembled the body of Osiris and as a reward for doing that he gets the throne. 48 In the Ptolemaic period there is a great mixture in reliefs and in texts that accompany the two rituals 49 
-49 --Running with the oar, the Hpt and the bull 50 : On the Palermo stone we read about the ceremony of "The running of Apis"; this ceremony is more clearly represented in the NK.
51
The king is running holding the oar and the Hpt accompanied by the bull 52 ( fig.5 ). The texts don't give any explanation to the role of the bull here 53 . The running ritual goes back to an old rite whose name is " pHrr Hp "that means "Running of the Apis bull" 54 as the root of the verb Hp means "Hurry in running". 55 The Running of the bull is known well in the Hb-sd rituals and here the king is running instead, as he is KA nxt "The strong Bull", the 49 Decker, op.cit., Taf. XXV;XLI;XLIII . 50 J.Vercoutter,"Apis" in: LÄ I, 338-350. 51 
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-50 -running of the king holding the oar or holding two vessels is based on the running of the bull. In most scenes the king is seen accompanied by a bull, the texts do not explain clearly the role of the bull. But it is well known that the bull was identified with Osiris 56 , the bull was his soul and Osiris was represented as a mummy lying on the back of the bull.
57
The ritual is linked with the Osirian Myth and the avenging of Osiris by Horus, making the king play the role of Horus. His run is a search for the god's limbs in all Egyptian nomes, each part of the body represents a nome, so that when they are put together, Osiris is resurrected and Egypt is whole and ruled by Horus the king 58 . -The Steering oar is offered to the god at the end of the Hb-sd festival: After performing the running ritual with the oar, the king finally arrives to the god and when he becomes closer to him, he stops running and he puts down the oar beside him ( fig.6-7 
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-51 - This act reminds us of the pilgrimage journey to Abydos, when the boats arrive to their destination the grand steering oars depose on the floor and the sails men offer their oars to the god himself (Osiris ) and the ceremony begins in front of him 60 .
-The Steering oar may be present at the end of the coronation ritual:
At the end of the coronation of a king an announcement has to be made, and that is done by sending four birds to the four corners of the world to declare the event 61 .
-52 -In the Osirian chapels in the temple of Dendera, there is a three register scene, some gods are making offerings to: the god Horus (in the upper register) and to Osiris (in the lower register) 62 . The scene is a part of a coronation ceremony and it seems to be at the end of it, as there are four birds flying over the two gods,two of them turn right and the other two turn left. The Egyptians used to set free four birds (either by the priests or by the king himself)to report the coronation of a king to the four winds of heaven 63 . In her comment on the scene Cauville said that every bird is seen with a label hanging around their necks , it contains the news of the coronation.
64
But there is a probability that these are not labels but they are four oars, each bird is holding an oar between its neck and wing ( fig.8) 64 As we know the Egyptian considered the sky to be a great sea.
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-53 -The four birds (the sr.w birds or aprw) 66 are lashed at the end of the feast to announce to the deities of the four corners of the world and to the whole kingdom that the king has been enthroned 67 .
Here the four oars have the same mission as the four birds, they are oriented to the four corners of the world, The four birds are seen in Medinet Habou 68 , Ramesseum 69 , Edfou 70 and Dendera 71 . No mention in the texts to the oars themselves, but these four birds are identified with the four sons of Horus 72 , as the texts that accompany the scene in Medinet Habou, in Edfou and in Dendera are directed to the four birds as the four sons of Horus 73 . The four oars are associated with the four sons of Horus, as they are represented together in chapter 148 of the BD each god behind an oar 74 .
-54 -So the presence of the four oars here seems to be a logical interpretation of the scene. The attributes of the sons of Horus are not limited to their role as protectors of the canopic jars. They appear as the four rudders of heaven in spell 148 of the book of the dead, and they became associated with the cardinal compass points, so that Hapi was the North, Imsety the South, Duamutef the East and Qebehsenuef the West 75 . The Egyptians linked them with the ancient kings of lower and upper Egypt (the souls of Pe and Nekhen). 76 The four birds announce the accession of the king to the throne, the text here in Dendera gives the names of the four sons of Horus but it confines the announcement to be made only to the North and the South parts of the kingdom. 77 
